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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Koda H on August 8, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A network service wherein: 

a service provider provides to a user whose user eligibility has been 
confirmed in advance a user identification file that can be installed in a client computer 
that said user is using, and 

upon an access request from said client computer, said service provider checks 
in a browser screen whether there is a user identification file residing in said client 
computer, wherein 

a specific service is provided only to access requests from a client computer on 
which a user identification file is confirmed to be present, 

said service provider installs said user identification file on one or plurality of 
computer owed by said user, and 

said confirmation of user eligibility is conducted when said user identification file 
is installed by said service provider, and 
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said user eligibility is confirmed upon agreement of a service use contract 
between said service provider and said user, and 
said service use contract is agency contract. 

Claim 2 (original). The network service according to Claim 1, wherein said user 
identification file has no effects on existing programs on said client computer when 
installed, said user identification file being equipped with computer identification 
symbols that allow confirmation of existence of said user identification tile in said 
browser screen. 

Claim 3 (original). The network service according to Claim 2, wherein said 
computer identification symbols are comprised of an array of a plurality of ASCII 
characters. 

Claim 4 (original). The network service according to Claim 1, wherein said 
service provider provides said user with said user identification file stored on a magnetic 
medium. 

Claim 5 (cancelled). 

Claim 6 (original). The network service according to Claim 1, wherein said user 
installs said user identification tile on one or a plurality of computers that said user 
owns. 

Claim 7 (cancelled). 
Claim 8 (cancelled). 
Claim 9 (cancelled). 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,638 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2142 

Claim 10 (original). The network service according to Claim 4, wherein provision 
of said magnetic medium to said user is conducted by an ordinary means of delivery, 
and said user eligibility is confirmed upon completion of delivery to said user of said 
magnetic medium. 

Claim 1 1 (original). The network service according to Claim 4, wherein said 
service provider provides said magnetic medium and confirms said user eligibility by 
visiting said user. 

Claim 12 (original). The network service according to Claim 1, wherein said 
service provider provides user identification files having the same content therein to all 
users or a plurality of users to whom said service provider intends to authorize access 
rights. 

Claim 13 (original). The network service according to Claim 1, wherein entry of 
user information that includes no confidential information unique to a user is requested 
as a condition for logging into a user-only screen for use of a specific service. 

Claim 14 (original). The network service according to Claim 13, wherein said user 
information is a user ID and/or password provided by said service provider. 

Claim 15 (original). The network service according to Claim 13, wherein 
confirmation of presence of computer identification symbols is initiated upon operation 
of logging into a user-only screen from an entry screen of said user information. 

Claim 16 (original). The network service according to Claim 13, wherein only 
when presence of computer identification symbols is confirmed, an entered user 
information is compared with user information stored in a database and then 
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correspondence of said user information is confirmed, thus allowing login to said user- 
only screen from said entry screen of said authentication information. 

Claim 17 (original). The network service according to claim 1, wherein 
information in said user identification file is held in cookie, and information held in said 
cookie is erased when connection to said network terminates. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the cited prior 
art does not teach a network service wherein said confirmation of user eligibility is 
conducted when said user identification file is installed by said service provider, and 
said user eligibility is confirmed upon agreement of a service use contract between said 
service provider and said user, and said contract is agency contract. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kamini S. Shah whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2279. The examiner can normally be reached on IFP. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew B. Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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